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1. There vas generally no through treffic ou the 12 Central
Asiar covered by this report. By lack of through
traffic ne vehisiea such as buses snd trucke traveled these

E a regular basis,

2. The Tsshkont - Urs-Tyube rosd /aze Enclosure Af:

() The Chirchik River was nine kilometzsrs south of Tashkent by road.
There wae much traffic tc and from the river om this stretch, because
sand and graval were nzeded for comstruction work in Tashkent. At
times there wers perbaps one thousard cr more trucks per day traveling
over this section, 'There was 1ittie troific from the kolkhorzes &ud
thers were few veh’cles available there. The inhabitaris used sore
ths Begovat - Tashkent railwey for th-ir t{ravels. Froa the Chirchik
River to Pskent, about 30 trucks and cara per day went over the road.
The vehicles came from rural "raikoms" {rayon cosmittees) and from
kolkhozes. The latter zent out vehicles to bring back goods for the
stores of the kolkhozes. Cotton was usually brought out ty camel.
The seation of road from Pokent tc Ura-Tyube was traveled by five or
ten vehicles per day. The moter road which paralleled the railvay
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had approximately the same +raffic patsern, with the exception of the heevy
truck traffic to the river found on the main road.

(») The direct road, not paralleling the railway, frcm Teshken$ %o Ura-Tyube:

(1) The Tashkcat-Ssyat section had 5 =and raadhed about 15-20 cm chick., Some
gtretches were paved with cobblestones (12 cm thick) and others with
gravel (20 cm thick, in three layers). The roadi~ms cambrred so that it

would drain and had ditches.

(2) The Sayat - Ura-Tyube sechicrn was 2ot paved. Itz first 50 kilometers
vas not a real road at all. Omne just drove over the loess and the route
nad been made wide by preceding traffic. The 72 kilometera from Dalverzin
to Ura-Tyube was an improved dirt rosd., It was, however, much worse to
drive over tnar. the first 50 kilometers. It was narrov (from 7 to 10
meters; le Zup-lane), wers up and dowr through cniton fields, had ditches,
but no adequste draivage. There was no readbed. Wher it rained in the
autumn, the reoe’ wzcame & 5ed of mud and was noi us2d.

{(c) The road from Tauabkent %o Ura-Tyube, which paralleled the railway, very fre-
quently (sevezn or eight times), crossed and criss-crossed the railwey. Then,
nine kilometers south of the Syr Darya River;, it crossed to the vest side of
the railwey ard paralleled it ccnsistently. This road wes built later and at
a more gradusi pace than the mein Tashkent - Stalinabad highway. The road
went througa Yangi-Tul {or tle Kaufmanskaya railway atation), "poselok” Syr
Daryas, Mirzacbul, and Ursatyevekeys station. From that point it went on with-
out the railvay to Ura-Tyube, The 68 kilometers from mashkent to Syr Darye
"poselok” was surfaced with gravel, It hsd a sand roedbed, was cambered,
and hed ditches. The 92 kilometers to Ursatyevskaya had gravel in some sec-
tions. Of the 4l kilometers to Ura-Tyube, 39 kilometers were paved with
cobblestonss. The road here was only three and one-half meters wide, le
one-lans, had ne roadbed and no effective drainage. All the rest of this

| Tashkent - Ura-Tyube road hed two lares. The last two kilometars of the road {
| ran along & swall, shallow, gravel riverbed. The maiv purpose of this roaéd
vas to serve the sovkhozes and kolkhezes, partisularly those growing cotton.

3, The Samarkund - Guzar section wvas part of the Semurkané - Kitab - Guzar - Derbeat -

253 1 [Eee Yocicsure B/. The most important part was the sectlion
] from Guzar south tc Termez. The Samarkand - Kitab part of the rosd was fairly

important, but the Kitab - Guszar section was not, because it vas paralleled by &
railway., The vhole route waf an 0ld Czarist post rosd, which had been uced to
cerry the mail and by travelers Journeying to the gerrison town of Temmez.

It vas & 4irt roady-egcept for some sections vhich were surfaced with gravel.
The traffic was light, aversging approximately the equivelent of 10 vehicles
meking & round trip ver 2h hours.

(a) The Semarkend - Kitab section had the peaviest traffic, about 20-25 vehicles
per day. The quality of ths rosd was gocd. It raa for the most part through
mountaine. The roead had a dirt surfece and the soil was rocky, making & good
foundatior for drivinmg. The width was gever meters (two-lane) and there ves
draicage. There wvas no roadbed.

(b) The Kitad - Deknsasbad (42 kilometers south of Guzer) section was poor. There
wag nc roadhed, except feor 15 or 20 kijometers where the rcad was surfaced
with a light ccating of gravel. The whole Samarkand - Termez road, excepi

! for thes: 15 or 20 kilometers in the difficult Kitsb - Dekhanabad (formerly
Gum¥eliak) section had no roadbed. Tkis section from Kitav to Dekhanabad
wvas nine meters vwide and had no drainage. T+ was constantly in a state of
deterioraticn from the pessage of motor vehicles, as was the stretch from
Dalverziz to Ura-Tyube mertioned above. It was almcat impassable during the
heavy rains of December wid Janruary. The traffic om thie secticn was the
lightest for the whole rcad, because it was a bad section and was alongside
& railway. Approximately five vehicles traveled it & dsy.
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(c) The Dekhanabad - Shirabad section ran throaglh meuntains and was seven melters
wide. Tt had a dirt surface but rav over hard soil and had drainege. It was
petter then the Kitab - Dekhauaoad portion. Traffic was about the same for
both sections.

(d) The Bhirebad - Termez section was 51 kilometers in length. No ro~d had actu-
ally been built on this stretch, except for the erection of two or three wooden !
bridges. One drove more or less where one wanted over the steppe. All the l
other sections of the Samarkand - Termez road had required road conatruction. !
The Shirabad - Termez section was about 100 meters wide., It was a good route i
a8 it ran over hard rocky soil. There was no real drainage., It was traveled i
by about 20-25 vehiclea per day. This was fairly sizeable traffic for Central 1
Asis and was to be found on this portion because there was & railway station {
in Termez and Shirabad was 2 sizeable small town, situsted in e cotton growing
reglon.

(e) The Samarkaud - Termez voad was important strategically. It would be valuable
ir any military mov: "ent southward against Afghanistan, le the fortress at
Mazer-i-Sharif. A vosd 1:d frem the latter locaiion &2 Kabul. |

(£) The dirt rosd from Derbent via Bailsun 1o Stalinabad wae coasidered inportant,
as it was the only motor road “o Stalinabad, .except for the one from Ura-Tyube.
The latter route was closed by snow in the mountains during the winter, le
November - April. The Derbent - Btalinabad.road was open ail year., It was
about saven meters wide, had nc roadbed; but did have some drainege. Traffic
on the streteh from Derbtent tc Baisur vas only abcut five vehicles per day, a8
it was for that matter from Lerbent to Shurchl ststion, a distance of about :
90 kilometers. There was even less traffic frem the station on to gtalinabad, i

4., The motor road from Ashkhabad tc Xizyl-Arvet and gouthwest +o Gesan-Kuli Eee
Enclosure 97 should be considerad &s one route, rather than the Ashkhabed - Kizyl-
Ar:et - Kezandshik road. The route from Kizyi-Arvat to Kazandzhik hed no import- i
ance. A rosd vas never really construoted on this atretch, although one could
! drive over open couniry. Bn route to Kazaendzhik there were sheep ard goat koi-
khozes, As & result, there was scme traffic, perheps five vehicles per day.
The desert begal after Kazaudzhik., The Ashkhabed - Kizyl-Arvat - Gacan-Kull road
is & strategic ome, &8 1t weuld serve as the route for military movement againat
Iran ir event of hostiiitles. i

{a) The Ashkhabad - Kizyl-Arvat section paralleled the main reilway from Teshkent b
via Semarkand to Krasnovodsk. The railway was single-track and brosd gauge.
The motor road was an improved dir+ ome, about 12-13 meters wide. Some parte
merely went over the hard grow.idof .he region and these parts were the best ‘
for traveling. There was mo roadoed and little drainage., It was an all-zeascn ’
route, The motor roed ran oy the north side of the railway, usually very close
to the railway, and did rot cross it. There was very 1ittle traffic, at most
the equivalen* of five machiues per day, round trip. The vehicles belonged
to kolkhores and to officials of "raikems" (rayor conmittees). The traffis
neer Ashkhabsd wes scmewbat heav.er, about 10-15 vehicles per day.

(b) The roaA turned southvest from Kizyl-Arvat to Gasan-Kuli on the Caspiun Sea
near the Iranian border. Thic was a more important stretch of the road ss

it di4 not parallel a railway., The Atrek River which forms the Soviet.-Iranian

border in tnis ares flowe iuto the Caspisn 2t Gasan-¥uli. The terminus of the
1 nsar thers, The motor ruad

Prans-1irapian isiivay (Absdan - Baudar-8hah) is moar the
vas an improved dirt road over hard soil. Tt the moumtoins it was five to
saven meters wide, which mey be considered two-lame, It vas vider elsewhere.
Tnare was 0o roadbed, a little drainage, and practicslly no bridges. Draivage
at stresm crossings Was achieved by paving & "1otok™ (trough-aheped spot) with
cobblestones end permitting the water to ness over it. One drove through the
"1otok". Particilarly in the years.immediately preceding World War II, tke
military suthorities requisted the Turkmen S8R to amintein the road in  good
conditior, The Republican suthoritiss 1id acas asintenance work on it.
at present [Ig54/ the Soviet military also see %0 iy, that the —
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road remaine in proper shepe. The soil of the aree drains well, There are
practically no fields along the road snd therefore one is not limited to a
varrow route. The road was used for maneuvers several times. Except for
spriag and early summer, there was nc wetor availabl" on the section of rosd
from Kizyl-Arvat southwestward for about L0 kilometers, until the road reached
the Atrek River. Water had to be brought in by railway to Kizyi-Arvat. The.
traffic from Kizyl-Arvel soutuwesiward for about 2% kilometers to the turn-
off to the Kara-Ksle Valley consicted of about 25 vehicles per day. From
the turnoff to Chap, there were about 10 machines. From Chap to Gasan-Kuli,
there vere only mbout five vehiclee. Most of the military transportation,
both of men and supplies, was by the Caspian Sea from Kragnovodsk to Gasan-

Kuli.

(c) Up to 1941 in Gasan-Kuli there was only the headquarters of a "pogranichni
otriad” (border unit) of the NKVD /MVD/. It ‘msbequivalent to
a regiment, which was spread out along the border. Along with the headquarters
at GusaneKuli there was probably a company of the NKVD reglment, a sergeants'
school, end eome cu*t=vs for sea patrol. There had been thought givern, even
prior to Worid War (. to atation army troops in Kizyl-Arvat (s cavalry or
rifle regimect) and ir Gesan-Kuli (an armored reconnaissance battalion).
1t im probable that emy troops are now /19547 statioued in those two towns.

The Ashkhabad - Gaudan rosd /see Enclosure C/ was built during the period 1933 -
August 193k T the military labor troops under ny command.
it was well built. Its length was 34 kilome ers. As

Per agreement, the Iranians at the same time bullt a recad from Gaundan on the
Soviet-lranian border to Neshed in Iren. 'The road was constructed for commercial
purposes and vas exiensively used for trade., The Soviets obteined such Iranian
items as ccttonm, oranges, and wool. The road was alsc important militarily because
it could be used for a march on Kandshar end Karachi, The road wvas nine meters
wida, surfased with gravel, had a sand roadbed and drainsge. It was open all

year. Traffic varied with trade reiations between the UBBR and Iren and with

the time of year. It was spproximately from 10 to 100 vehicles per day,

The usual civilian traffic on the Bamarkand - Ursetysvekays road wvas of & locael
character /see Brnclosure ;_)7. The normal route to travel would be from Samarkand
east to Mitan (or along the road north of the railway) to Dzhizak. Then one would
definitely take the road which runs south ¢f the railway and which extends to
Ursatyevekaye vie Zaamin., No one traveled the routs north of the railway in the
Zazmic region, becauss the area was uninhabited. However, one could drive over
the route &cross open country, but no road had really been bullt there.

(a) The firat two-thirds of the.sscticn of road fro: Samarkand to Dzhizek formed
an improved dirt route, nine meters wide, no rosdbed, and little drainsge,
It was & poor road. The last cne-third vas batter, One marely drove across
open country and there had been no actual rcad building. It was an all-year
route. The trarfic consisted of local kolkhoz vehicles and was somewhat heavier
near Samarkand,

{b) The stratch of road runaing souta of the railway frcwm Dzhizek to Ursatyevekuye
wagd for nost of its length en improved dirt road. It was & vocr one. The road
Vas nine meters wide, hed no roadbed snd 1ittle drainage. There was local
kolkhoz vraffic.

{c) Cua BAY say that the Samarkend. - Ursatyevskaya road was ixog good enough for
troop movement, particularly i its lEproved seciions. Susisined military

traffic vou;.d{: vreck the road end its bridges.

(a) The 018 Post Road, from Dzhizak to "poselok" Syr Darya was utilized omly by
the occasional travelers between Samarkand and Tashkent. It vas an excellent
rouw over which to drive most of the yeer and vas oper all year. Ons merely
drove over cpen country, ﬁhn remainder of the road network from Ursatyevskeys
and Urs-Tyube to Tashkent is showvn in greater detail ‘r Enclosure A,
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(e) Roads in the area suitable for troop movement are: 1) to Stalizabad - from
Tashkent vie Pskent or via "poselok" Syr Darya, and 2) %o Samarkand and
Termez - the.0ld Post Rord would definitely be used, and them the route via
Mitan. :

The Sawsrkaud - Katta-Kurgan road L’Eee Eaclosure p] had only local sizzificance.
It was very poor. The road paralleled the railway and most of the traveling was
done by railway. The motor road was of the improved dirt type, nine meters wigde,
had no roadoed and very little drainage. It was open all year. The traffic was
light and of a local character. About 10 or 15 motor vehicles per day traveled
the road in the region pearer Samarkand., 3Several dozens of horse~drawn wagons
per day used the rcad. The road traversed a cotton-growing area.

The Chimkent - Vannovks - Dzhambul road /_Eee Euclosure _3_7 was part of the 0ld Post
Road which rar from Tasbhkent via Chimkent %o Dzhambul., The Chimkent - Vaunnovka -
Dzhambul section ran thrcugh rclling focthills and had very little traffic, because
of the small number of ivhabitants in the area and because most of the travelin
was done on the nearby rallway. K_‘

It had no miziiary significance and even its local significance was
small. The population was. scanty, not much cotten wae grown in the area; and there
was very little irrigetion., It was better then some of the other rouads in Central
Asia, It had never ectuslly been consiructed or improved; ome merely drove over
open country. '

The Frunze - Alma-Ata - 111 road Eee Enclosure §7 wa.s also an old pest road.

It was no longer important after the railwey wae built in 1329 and it ran through
sparsely settled country., The motor rosd had mever actually teen constructed and
one merely drove over cpen country. It was.not bad and was an all-year route.
The road was only of local intereat and had nc military significance. There vas
very little traffic - only local traffic, from kolkhoz to c¢ity, near Frunze and
Alma-Ata, There was ac regular through traffic.

The ‘fashkent - Chimkent road ‘/_Eee Brclosure §7 was alsc part of the 0l1d.Post Road.
For the first 30 kilometers northeast of Tashkent, it was paved with cobblestones.
It was seven meters wide, had a sand roadbed and some drainage, snd bad been built
in Czarist times. The rest.of the road had never actually been comestructed and
ran over open country., It was fairly goed all year. The tratfic was light, per-
hap: five motor veniclea per day. Becauass of the gemeral shortage of motor vehi-
cle: sud gasoline, most movement was by railway. In general, there wms no regular
through traffic of freight or passenger motor vehicles in the USSR.

The Bukhars - Kagen road [;ee Enclosure BE was 10 kilometers long. It was seven

meters wide, surfaced with grawel, and had nc roadbe2d and no drainage.
It was open all year., - The rcoad had been bu Y the local Bmir before the Rus-
sian Revolution. Thers was quite a bit of local traffic between the two tovns

as many persons lived in Kagen, where the better Buropean quarters were locateq,
and werked in Bukhara, which wae the capital of Bukhara "oblast.” A single-track,
broad-gauge railway paralleled the motor road. A passenger 4rain composed of

five or seven cld cars made a round trip between Bukhmrs and Kagan four times a
day, operating like & local tramway.

The Bukhara - Gizhduvan road /see Enclcsure B/ had also been.built by the Emir. It

had not been comstructed properly from an engineering viewvpoint, but gravel had
been dumped on it occasicmally with the result that the roadway had hecome fairly
firm, Lhaving become & mixture of gravel.snd dirt. The wvidth varied, averaging per-
haps from seven to nine meters and never becoming iess than two-lane. There was
no roadbed and no draiaage. It vom an all-year route. The local traffic was
light, less than on the Bukhara-Kagen road.

y ~ Chardgiou rcad did not exist “E does not now

1954/. Cne could travel from Merv to Chardzhou on horseback. Ov<-encountered
only desert and the main railway lize, ‘fhere vere no settlements, except for
i0 or. ii railwey statious. Bverywne traveisd this route by rail. Abcut 200 or
300 persobs lived at the railway station of Uch-Adzhi. These pevple had camels
end went to Chamchakly to gether saksaul wood for fuel. A single-track, broad-
gauge railway line, which was moved from one location to another as needed,
extended from Uch-Adzni to Chemchakly.

CONFIDENTIAL

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600060182-4

o

!

CONFIDENTIAL
-6-

ENCLOSURE  (A) - Teahkent - Ura-Tyube Road Network /Jnot to sealp/
(B) - The Sgparksnd - Kitab - Guzar - Derbent - Termez Road and Other Routes [ot to

asala
-

(C) - The Ashkhabad - Kizyl-Arvat - Gassn-Kuli Road /not to scale/
(D) - The Samarkand - Urastyevskaya Road and Other Routes /not to scala/
(E) - The Chimkent - Vannovka - Dzhembul Road /oot to scalg/

(F) - The Frunze - Alma-Ata - Ili Road./ [not to scale/

' -end-
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ENCLOSURE B

THE SAMARKAND - XITAB - QUZAR - DERBENT ~ TERMEZ ROAD AMND OTHER ROUTES

(to mid-1942 and later. Not to scale
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. Novosibirsk
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~—~ 30 km - paved with cobblestone

Tashkent
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Lugovaya Station
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Continuation of Tashkest-
Dzbazhal-Lugoveya Old Fost
Road. Had post horse stations
before railway was bduilt,
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